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Lrrrx 1. The author's jburney by night to 
Margate; his fafe arrival; — a deſcrip- 
tion of his lodgings ;=his fatigue, the 
effects of his journey; invites his friend 

to whom * writes to viſit him. 


= 
— 


amn II. The avthor's recovery froth his 
farigue goes to birhing, the bathing 
or waiting- rooms defcribed ; the con- 
verſation of the company in the rooms ; 
—an 1 exchange for ladies, 7 


Lerrzs III. Bathing in the ſei very NIE 

ing, either before or after breakfaſt ;-.. 

prudent to bathe upon à full ſtomach; 
guides provided for both fexes, when 
wanted; — walking recommended ' after 
bathing ; — the public walks moſt 1 
9 upon theſe occaſions. - 


A 
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LyTER IV. The Parade, Rope-walk, and 


Churchfield deſceribed; the four circu- 
lating libraries kept by Champion, Sil- 
ver, Hall and Garner, with their ac- 


commodations and terms of ſubſerip- 
tion. 


Lerrza V. The Fort-wwalk deſcribed the 
ſands a very pleaſant walk when the tide 
is down ; — ſome moral reflections on 


cards, and dancing in public. 


Lxrrx VI. Candidates for pleaſure, their 
deſigns for viſiting Margate; Dandelion, 
or Daun de Lyon deſcribed; —a venera- 
ble old manſion, greatly modernized by 
its preſent tenant ; an elegant bowl-. 
ing - green; its chief ornaments; public- 
breakfaſts here every Wedneſday; danc- 

ing upon the green upon theſe occa- 
tions; terms of admiſſion ; the walk to 
oft it extremely pleaſant; — Vaſh Court, ano- 
ther old manſion, company often drink: 
tea here; a large garden belongs to it. 


_ 7; vn. King gate, the ſeat of the late- 
Ae PR I g | 


Tür 1 
Lord Holland; an imitation' of an Ita- 
lian villa, fine gardens belonging to it: 
ſeveral buildings near it reſembling Go- 
thic ruins; - the convent deſcribed ;—a: 
public-houſe-near the verge of the cliff; 
parties often dine er drink tea here in 


fine weather ;—an octagon light-houſe 


not far from hence, adelightful proſpect 
on the top of it; — Broadſtairs, a ſmall 

ſea- port famous for lobſters, its accom- 

modations for bathing ;—St; Peters, a 


pleaſant village; fine views from the 


ſteeple of the church, well worth gene- 


ral admiration;. 


Lzrren VIII. Rumſgate deſcribed, its two 


piers very large, and likely to be very 
expenſive, being frequently out of re- 
pair; the town paved and lighted, moſt 
reſorted to by the lovers of retirement, 
and ſubjects of. diſeaſe—walks in and: 
aboutit moſt frequented ;—Pegwell Buy, 


its pleaſant ſituation public dnn 
faſts here every Monday. 


K. IX. Boarding K houſes about Mar. 


dear 


om of admiſſion ;—lodgings | 
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dear during the height of the ſeaſon 


places of public worſhip in and near the 
town; Draper s Alms-houſes, a Qua- 
ker's meeting in the middle of them; 

the evening amuſements of the company 
in general, walking and raffling at the li: 
braries; — the theatre and aſſembly- room 

not much attended, the reaſons why; 

the author's method of ſpending his 

time; the beſt means to prevent it 
hanging heavy on our hands, at ſuch 

places of gaiety and diſſipation. 


T he vnexpeRed meeting, an intereſting tale. 


LE T- 


THE NEW 


MARGATE AND RAMSGATE 


G 1B 1 


IN PROSE AND VERSE. 


L ET T nn” 22% wal 


Margate, July 4s 


GREEABLE to my dear friend's requeſt, I 
take the firſt opportunity to inform him, of 
my ſafe arrival at the Fountain Tavern, in King» 


ſtreet, Margate, about half after eight, yeſterday 


morning ; the reaſon for travelling in the night- 
Coach, I think I told you, at our laſt meeting to- 

_ gether ; becauſe I have the whole day before me 
to look for lodgings in, and avoid, by thoſe means. 
the neceſlity of lying at an Inn, which I never 
am very fofid of, and ſeldom do if I can poſſible 
kelp it. \ 

B 


* 
— 


After breakfaſt I went to ſee an apartment in 
Fort- ſquare, recommended to me by an intimate 
friend, and got ſettled in it by tea-time ; from 
whence I have a proſpect of- the parade in the 
front, and'the ſea, from my back chamber : here 
I promiſe myſelf no little pleaſure, as being re- 
tired, and yet, at the ſame time, ſufficiently pub- 


lc for me, who rather wiſh to ſee than be ſeen *. 
Having little or no ſleep in the coach, and the 


fatigue naturally attending travelling, eſpecially 
ſo expeditiouſly as the night- coaches do in gene- 
ral, made me, (as you may readily ſuppoſe) 
wiſh to get to- bed as ſoon as poſſible; this Lae- 
eompliſhed about ten o'clock, after eating a 
light ſupper, and drinking your health in a glaſs 
of good red port, from Paope's wine vaults, from 
whom I always order my wine, as he is a civil 
honeſt man, and ſells as good, if not better, than 
any other perſon 1 in the placet. c 3 
As I was in no gieat hurry to get up this 
ne and nothing particular requiring my 
attendance, 


—— vu 


— 


2 perſons who go to what are generally ſtiled, public 

watering places, ſnch as Margate, Brighthelmftone, Wey- - / 
mouth, Scarborough, &c. eſpecially ladies, too often go 

more to be ſeen than to ſee. 


+ Mitchener and Benſon, ai their different hotels, and 
Mr. Hall, the Poſt-maſter in Church-field, each of them 
wine-vaults, and fell very good commodities, but 
little by the Angle bottle, in which way many perſons 
are obliged to have it, as they have no cellars or con- 
veniences in ſome of the lodgings for a larger quantity 
n time than three or four bottles. 
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attendance, I did not riſe till paſt nine o Clock *, 
and when I left my chamber to come down to 
breakfaſt, found I had not ſlept off my fatigue ſo 
much as I could wiſh, as my head and bones 
were ſtill in pain, though, PI better for 1 
nightẽs reſt. 
_ » This letter, however it may not contain any 
great matter of entertainment, may ſerve two 
- uſeful-purpoſes, in the firſt place, to inform you 
of my being ſettled in an agreeable lodging, where 
I ſhall be glad to ſee you, if you can make it con- 
venient to come down to enjoy the ſea air for a 
few days; and, in the ſecond place, to aſſure you 
how much Jam, 


Dear Sir, 


Sincerely your's, 


*% 


0 8 
* — ——— nnn... 
N 


eln general, early riſing cannot be too highly com- 
mended all the year round, as greatly conducive both 
to health and good ſpirits; but perſons who wiſh to 
' practiſe it, muſt always go to-bed in good time, never 
exceeding eleven o'clock ; agreeable to the poet's ob- 
ſervation; 


Early to bed, and early to riſe, | | 
Is the way to be healthy, wealthy, and wiſe, Ny 


"on ˙ 22 ww. oo ee oO.» 


n. 


Dear Sir, FEES July 13+ 


OUR favour of the roth inſtant was very 
acceptable, as it gave me an account of 
your. diſorder being greatly abated, and expreſſed 
your kind wiſhes for my health and welfare. 
Being now quite recovered from the fatigue of 
my journey from town, and having, in ſome mea- 


ſure, entered into the amuſements and diverſions 


of this famous watering-place, permit me to 
give you ſome little account of them, and the 
manner in which I ſpend my time, far removed 
from the noiſe and buſtle of the metropolis, and 
in the daily view of the reſtleſs briny main *. 

[ get 


* BR 


A view of the ſea is what moſt perſons wiſh for FRAY 
but thoſe lodgings which have ſuch a view are always let 
firſt, and are the deareſt; one guinea per week for a 
parlour, - chamber, and uſe of a kitchen near the ſea, is 
counted reaſonable; many of the inhabitants make it 
a conſtant rule to raiſe the price of their lodgings in the 
height of the ſeaſon, during July and Auguft; and, if the 
town is nearly full at that time, ſome perſons will not 
let their lodgings for leſs than a month certain; ſo that 
a family or ſingle perſon coming here in the ſeaſon, are 
obliged to pay for a month's lodging, though they may 
ſtay but a e or tao. 


— 
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BLOIP 
J get up generally about ei and the firſt 
thing I do every morning, let the weather be 
what it may, after leaving my chamber, is to g 
to the bathing or waiting room®, to have my name 
put down among the company who bathe, of 
whom there are frequently not leſs than one hun- 
dred, and ſometimes more, in the 1 of the: . 
ſeaſon, | 
The bathing-rooms, from ſeven till nine, are 
generally full of perſons of all ages; men, women 
and children, waiting till their turns come to go. 
- [to bathing, according as their names appear on 
the ſlate; (one being kept at each room for that 
purpoſe) «firſt come firſt ſerved,” is the invariable 
rule, and I think a very proper one; no diſtinQion 
is made between the rich and poor, old or young, 
B 3 noble 


4am auld. di. Mit. 2 _—_—_—. — 


—— „ 


® There are five bathing or waiting - rooms to accom- 
modate the great number of perſons who coine here to 
bathe, and they are kept by Phillpot, Surflen, Sayer, Wood. 
and Hubbard, the three firſt generally have the moſt peo- 
ple, though neither of them, during the ſeaſon, which 
38 from July to October, have any reaſon to complain, aa 
"each of them employ five or ſix machines for bathing 
every morning. Surfen and Wood keep coffee-rooms 
over their bathing- rooms, where the newſ-papers are 
daily taken in for the uſe of gentlemen and ladies, 
who pay two ſhillings and fix-pence each for the ſezſon;_ 
coffee, tea, jellies, &c. are proviged here at the uſual. 
prices. 

Froni twenty to thirty machines are often ſeen in the 
water together at one time, and a pretty fight it is as 


= much reſemble an aquatic encampment, the chief 
of them being all white. 


6... 2 ! 
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noble or ignoble, but every one, hen their turns 
come, go without farther delay; though, doubt- 
Jefs, it muſt be very diſagreeable to wait fo long 
as many are obliged to do; yet this forementioned 
rule obſerved; reſpecting all, none can, with pro- 
priety be offended, however long the time may 
be they wait for their turn *. 

During the time of bathing, the bathing rooms, 
as | before obſerved, are generally full of company 


of both ſexes and all ages, but principally of 
young ladies and children; and the principal en- 
quiry of every one is, © Is it my turnt or how long 


will it be before my turn comes “ however the 


converſation 


1 TT the tide is down at the time of bathing, 
when the machines are obliged to be drove above a 
quarter of a mile on the ſands before they come to a 


proper depth tor bathing z at other times, when-the-tide---- 


is in, they are not drove out above five: or ſix yards 


from the bathing rooms; this naturally occaſions a 
great difference as to the time of perſons waiting. to bathe; 


The ſands where the company bathe, are almoſt as 
Jevel and. ſmooth as a bowling green for plar half a 
mile from the bathing-rooms, which makes it greatly 
preferable to Brighthelmſtone, where the - deſcent into 
the water is within a few yards from the beach, _—— 
ſome parts, covered with gravel. 


+ There are young women appeinted at each barking 


room, to take down the names of the company as they 
come, and fee that none go out of their turn; but as 
the bathing machines will hold i perſons, ſometimes 
three or four go together; the women bathers are, in 


general, very likely and well behaved young women, very 


different from the Ry old women- guides at Bright- | 
helmſtene. 


FM 


\ * 
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converſation of ſuch a mixed company is not con- 


fined to theſe enquiries, as you may naturally ſup- 
poſe, but is very miſcellaneous, and often made 


up of what is generally ſtiled, /ma!/ talk; particu- 


larly among the ſemales; ſuch as How do you do 
Miſs, this morning# How do you like bathing? 
Is it of ſervice to you? Do you deſign to drink 
the. water this morning? If it is agreeable I will 
go. with you in your machine to bathing, for it is 
quite tireſome waiting ſo long *, &c. &c. 

Indeed 1 can compare the bathing-room, from 
ſeven till nine in the morning, to nothing better 
than an exchange for ladies, with admiſſion ſor 
gentlemen, agreeable to the cuſtom of the place; 
but I will detain you no longer at preſent, than 
to beg my compliments to your family, and delt 
wiſhes to yourſelf, while I remain, 


Dear Sir, 
Yours, &c. 


. — I : 
— —— — — 


When 1 go to the bathing - room, which is generally 
between feven and eight o'clock in the morning, there 
are frequently twelve or fourteen names before mine, 
who have not bathed, conſequently, I have often to wait 
till near nine before my turn comes, during which time, 
my principal amuſement is to obſerve the dreſles, beha- 
viour and converſation. of the gentlemen and ladies in 
waiting around me :—the bathing-rooms are generally | 


opened about {fix o'clock every morning, un the 


ſea ſon. 


1K T. r 1 XR III. 
| 4 | 


| Dear Sir, 4 


to hand; I am ſorry for the return of your 
complaint in any meaſure, but hope it will be 
but ſhort : your reaſon for not anſwering my laſt 
before, is in one ſenſe a very bad one, though 
not owing to yourſelf, but the pain of your 


relapſe, therefore you require my pity and not 


my cenſu re. 8 
|  T have been bathing this morning with two 


young gentlemen, and find it very comfortable 
and refreſhing, as the weather is very warm 
now; it is the cuſtom to bathe before break- 
faſt, in general, but I find little or no difference 
whether I- bathe before or afterwards, only this 
rule undoubtedly ſhould be attended to, not 
to go into the ſea with a full ſtomach ; an hour 
or two after breakfaſt, I apprehend is as good 
a time as before it. 

As there arg generally fommrat machines in 
the water at one time, and often near to one 
another, it is no little diverſion to hear the 


Vvociſerous exclamations of ſome of the more 


timor ous 


OUR favour of the 28th inſtant came fafe 


9 


health t. B 5 
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umorous and fearful of the female ſex, juſt be- 
fore they are manuducted into the briny deep “. 
| Thoſe gentlemen that can ſwim, enjoy bathing 
moſt of any ; thoſe. who cannot, are generally 
attended by a guide of their own ſex, for which 
they pay three-pence extra each perſon, other- 
wiſe it is for every man in company without a 
guide, ſix-pence each: very few, if any, ladies 
go without one. 

For my part I want no guide, as I frequently 
ſwim out from under the umbrella ſeveral yards; 
but when the weather is pleaſant, with little or 


no wind and the water is ſmooth, and clear, 


am often tempted to ſtay in too long, by 
which means I ſometimes do myſelf more harm 


than good; though as I bathe more for pleaſure 


than health, I do not find ſo much inconvenience 


as many others would who bathe chiefly for 
After 

Every bathing machine has a kind of canvas um- 
brella affixed to it, not much unlike the end of a waggon ; 
that is let down to the water's edge, and forms a pleaſing 
retired bath, happily calculated to preſerve the modeſty 
of the female ſex in particular; very different from the 


marine watch or centry boxes of Brighthelmſtone. For 
an accurate drawing and further account of theſe ma- 


1 


chines I would refer you to a pamphlet publiſhed ſome 


years ago, by Carnan, in St. Paul's Church Yard, en- 
titled The Margate Guide. * 


+ It is accounted moſt ſerviceable to ſtay but a mi- 
nute or two in the water; but perſons who are fond of 


ſwimming, are generally tempted to ſtay much longer, 
eſpecially if it is fine weather ; but it tends more to 


weaken than ſtrengthen the body, continuing any length 
0 , 8 —- os | of 
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After bathing it is recommended to take a 
walk to keep the blood in a proper circulation; 
ſeveral public places about the town, are gene- 

rally frequented of a morning for this purpoſe, 
the Rope-Walk, the Parade, the Cburch-field, and 
Fort, each of which are agreeable, from dif- 
ferent cauſes, which I will inform you of in 
my next letter. #8 
The ſands, after the tide is gone down, are 
much frequented, and afford a walk or ride 
of ſeveral miles, as they are ſufficiently firm to 
admit either horſemen or carriages ; and rene | 
dered extremely pleaſant in fine warm weather, 4H 
from the cool breezes off the ſea, and romantic 1 
caves in the chalky cliffs, formed by the con- 
tinual beating of the waves againſt them.“ | 
| But at preſent I muſt conclude, as the poſt | 
is juſt going out; wiſhing you and yours all that 
can make you happy, 
Fo I remain, Dear Sir, 
Yours ſincerely, 


L E T. 


— _—_— 
— 


— 
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of time in fag water, and I think (to my ſhame be it | 
ſpoken) I can prove it from experience. Iz 


by Many young ladies often amuſe themſelves, when the | 
tide is out, in picking up, on the ſands, ſea weed, which | 
is in great quantities, and of different colours, thrown up 
by the tide, and curious ſhells, to form into landſcapes, 
and grottoes. Among the rocks are often found, crabs, 
jobſters, and perriwinkles, the latter are as large as ſuaile, 
and are fine cating when boiled. 

Flat fiſh is in great plenty caught here, but n 
the ſeaſon ĩs ſold dear, if of a good ſze. 


r r | 


LET r 00 


D | | Auguſt 6, 


Y dear friend's precarious ſtate of health, 

I cannot but fincerely regret, while every 
interval from pain ſeems only intended to pre- 
pare him for a ſucceeding fit; however, let us 
hope better things. 

I promiſed, in my laſt, a more particular ac- 
count of the different public walks about the 
town, permit me therefore to proceed in my 
deſcriptions, as they may ſerve, in ſome meaſure 
to amuſe you, and prevent your giving way to 


thoſe gloomy melancholy thoughts, I know you : 


are too apt to indulge at times. 

The walk; entitled the Parade, is oppoſite to 
the ſea ; Mitchener's Hotel and Coffee Room, 
with ſeveral ſhops, and one or two private houſes . 
let out in lodgings during the ſeaſon, are on one 
ſide, and the harbour, or inſide of the peir, bound 


it on the other, which, when the tide is up, is a 
truly pleaſing view; the different veſſels, con- 


ſiling of fiſhing ſmacks, Oltend packets, bovs, 


and 


: 


12 ] 8. 

and frequently one or two colliers, form an 
agreeable moving proſpect, as they are conti- 
nually coming in or going out “: the diſtant view 
of the ſea terminated only by the weſtern ho- 
rizon, cannot but meet general admiration, eſ- 
pecially towards the evening of a ſummer's day, 
when the ſetting ſun in robes of gold and crim- 
ſon, bedecks the weſtern ſkies . 

The Rope-walk is at the back of the High- 


ſtreet, and takes its name (as you may naturally 


ſuppoſe) from its being the place were the ropes 
are made; three or four men are generally at 
this Work principally in the morning, two or 

845 three 


” 
* a „ 


— Tc ww. 
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»The .hoys! of which there are fix or ſeven during 


the ſeaſon, go to or come from London every day, and 


ſometimes bring above a hundred paſſengers at a time; 


the arrival or exit of a hoy is generally ſtiled Hey fair, 


as there are frequently above twice as many to ſee the 
paſſengers come or go, than the paſſengers themſelves. 
The paſſage by ſea is often made in nine or ten hours, 
if the wind 1s fair for it. and being but four ſhillings 
each perſon, the chief of the company which come by 
the hoys are, as yon may naturally ſuppoſe, of the 
inferior caſt; very few perſons in genteel life come by 


water, without they are recommended by their phyſicians 
ſo to do, to experience ſea ſickneſs, which is thought to 


be very beneficial in ſome complaints. | 
1 It is one of the fineſt and moſt pleaſing fights the 


eye Can bebold in my opinion, the ſun riſing or ſetting. 


in fle calm weather, at ſea, or on aneminence upon land; 


the varie gated colours of the ſkies at ſuch a time, and a 


circular beauties of a ſummer's morn or eve, have been 


juſtly celebrated by the greateſt poets in every age. 


— 
— 


* 
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three days in a week. The gardens belonging to | | 
the houſes in High-ſtreet, are on one fide of the 
walk; and corn-fields, and meadows on the other, 


with an extenſive view of the ſea at the extremity 
of it; it is of a great length, extending from the 


beginning of the town, to the borders of the cliff, 


from whence there is a pleaſing view of the place 


where the company bathe, and that part of the 
- town which fronts the ſea. ; 


The Church-field has been, within the laſt 
ſeven years, ſo greatly built upon, that a very 
ſmall part of it remains at preſent uncovered ; 
ſtreets, ſquares, and rows of houſes, in different 


directions are now to be ſeen, where, a few years 4 
ſince, the farmer ſowed his corn: the three pub- 


lic libraries, the new theatre “, and a meeting- 
houſe in Mr. Weſtley's connection, are here 


erected alſo, for the benefit and entertainment of 


the grave and gay of both ſexes + Champion's Li- 
brary, late the property of Mr 4u/ten of Canterbury, 


4 * 
— 2 


—_— 
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* +» The proprietors of the theatre havin obtained a 
patent for it, ſtile it in their bills, a Theatre Royal, and 
though built but on a ſmall ſcale, is ſeldom if ever full; 
the company of actors are decent, and two or three of 
them, would not be a diſcredit to a London theatre. 


+ Reſpecting the grave or ſerious part of the company 
at this place, I muit acknowledge they appear a very 
ſmall part indeed, and principally conſiſt of a few old 
men and women, and ſome hapleſs invalids of both ſexes, 
who, by their different complaints, are incapacitated 
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is oppoſite to Cecil-ſquare, and has a piazza 


before it, which gives it a grand appearance: 
Silver's library adjoins it, and fronts the aſſem- 
bly room; there are good gardens at the back 
of each of theſe rooms. Hall, the poſtmaſter, 
has alſo lately built in the ſame row, but at ſome 
conſiderable diſtance from them, à noble room 
for the ſame purpoſe *, but upon a much ſuperior 
plan, reſpecting ſize and elegance, being large 
enough to contain between three and fourhun- 
dred people: it hasa dome in the fore part of 
the ceiling, (not in the middle as it ought to have 
been) from whence is ſuſpended an elegant glaſs 
chandelier, which, when lighted up, is a truly 
brilliant ſpectacle: in the front and on the ſide 
of this room, is a noble piazza, with ſeats for 
the uſe of the company. Mr Garner, late part- 
ner with Champion, has alſo this ſeaſon opened an 
elegant library and toy-ſhop, at the bottom of the 
High Street, the back of which, fronts the ſea. 


As 


for the enjoyment of public amuſements, and in their 
own apprehenſions, haſtening to the borders of the 
grave. If this does not create ſeriouſneſs even in the 
youngeſt, and mo inconſiderate, I cannot tell what will, 


The young and gay, ſuch thoughts can never bear 
Io die, it may be ſoon, and go they know not where, 


® Each library has alſo a ſhop connected with it, fur- 


niſhed with all kinds of Tunbridge ware, curious trinkets, - 
pocket books, and nicknacks, particularly for ladies, 


which are continually put up in raffles, from one ſnil- 


ling, to ten ſhillings and ſix · pence each perſon, according 


to the price of the article; there are ſometimes e 
5 ty 
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At each library, there are ſuitable accommoda- 

tions as well as ample matter for reading ; books 

of all kinds and the public papers, being taking 
in and kept for the uſe of the ſubſcribers, of 
which there are generally ſome hundreds in the 
ſeaſon . 

There 1s alſo oppoſite the aſſembly room, which 
forms almoſt one ſide of a ſquare, called Cecil - 
ſquare +, being built by a gentleman of that name, 
a muſic ſhop opened lately by Longman and Bro- 
derip, from Cheapſide ; where muſical inſtruments 
of all kinds, may be had out by the week or 
month. | 

Excuſe the length of this, and permit me to 
to ſubſcribe myſelf, 7 

: Dear Sir, 


Yours ſincerely. 
1 


* 


fſixty perſons in one raffle; many of the ſhops alſo about 
the town, get off their different goods by this method. 

„ The ſubſcription is five ſhillings each perſon, and 
the ſame to the afſembly rooms for the ſeaſon, 

+ The aſſembly room is a noble building indeed, one of 
the largeſt and moſt elegant rooms of the kind I ever ſaw; 
it has two rooms adjoining it, in which the company play 
at cards; underneath it is a piazza the whole length of it, 
which is eighty feet, where the company frequently 
walk in wet weather. Balls, during the ſeaſon, are twice a 
week, with public tea drinking, every Thurſday: a band 
of muſic attends and plays, every day Sundays and Wed- 
neſdays excepted, from twelve till one, in the aſſembly 
room, for the entertainment of the ſubſeriber, ö 


HF 


Fre. 


Auguſt 12. 


better, and that my poor ſcrawl affords him any 


entertainment; I left off in my laſt, with an ac- 


count of Church-field and the alterations it has 
lately undergone, but forgot to inform you the 


- reaſon of its being ſo called is, it being the moſt 
pleaſant way up ta the church, which is ſituated: 


at the top of the town : from the church-yard is a 


fine view of the adjacent country, and a ſide proſ- 


pet of the ſea, The laſtpublic walk I mentioned 
was the Fort, which is ſituated at the further end 
of the town, upon an eminence frqm whence 
there is the moſt extenſive and delightful view of 
the ſea about the whole neighbourhood * hexe 
eight cannon are placed, I believe more for ſhew 

than ſervice, as they are ſeldom made any uſe of, 
though I was here one ſummer about ſix or 


ſeven years ago, when they were fired, but with- _ 


out 


K —— 


— 2 — 


* The boundleſs proſpect of the ocean from this place | 


juſtly attracts general admiration, while the ſea breezes 


in fine weather make the walk from hence on the verge 


of the cliff, greatly reſorted to, partzontagly of a morn- 
ing and evening. 


AM glad to hear my dear friend is ſo much 


-. wt. 3+ 


7 ] : 
out effect, at a French Privateer that had taken + 
an Engliſh trading veſſel in view of the town. 
The walk from theſe, near the verge of the 
chalky cliff, with meadows, fields, and a fine 
view of the town and diſtant country on one fide, 
and the wide extended ocean on the other, is the 
pleaſanteſt walk of all in my eſtimation *; it reach» | 
es near half a mile, and is terminated by a gate- 
way made ſloping down to the ſands; for the uſe 
of farmers to draw up ſea weed + for manuring 
the land. 88 | 
Here I often ramble, with a book in one 
pocket and a teleſcope in the other; and if the 
weather is calm and fine, enjoy much pleaſure, 
ſometimes in reading, and at other-times, Apying 
at the ſhips continual'y paſſing by on the verdant | 
main: when the tide is down, the ſands are a 


favourite walk alſo, eſpecially for the lovers of 
romantic 


—_——AURr Alte Jon. AA<nluw 


— 
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There is a pleaſant coffee-room and bowling-green = 
near the Fort, where there is public tea drinking every 
Tueſday evening, when a band of muſic always attends 
for the accommodation of thoſe who chuſe to dance: 
tea or coffee, on that evening, is one ſhilling and fix-pence 
each perton ; on other days, tea is fix-pence and coffee 
eight-pence : the public papers are daily taken in here 
for the ule of ſubſcribers at two-ſhillings and fix-pence 
each for the ſeaſon, | 


+ There are many of theſe ways made in the 
«liffs along this coaſt. N 


E 
romantic ſcenes and marine reſſections v. The 
lofty caves wore in the cliffs, with the echoes they 
make, when ſpoken to, and the variegated ſea- 

weeds found among the rocks, with the reſtleſs 

ſea and numerous veſſels on its waving ſurface, all 

afford ample matter for pleaſing meditations: 
theſe two walks, I muſt acknowledge, I prefer be- 
fore all the gaiety and ſplendour of a ball- room, 
or the polite amuſements of the beau monde; in 


tme latter, no real ſatisfaction or enjoyment can be 


derived to a thinking mind; no improvement in 
uſeful knowledge, no rational delight to a ſenſi- 
ble diſcerning perſon, can be acquired, or reſult 
from dealing out packs of painted paſte-boards,. 
or joining in 18 fanciful mazes of a country 
dance. | | 
* I would 


N . 


— — 


kom 


The view of the wide extended ſea terminated only 
by the horizon, which this walk particularly affords, has 
often reminded me of thoſe elegant lines by Dr. Voux c, 


Ocean! Thou dreadful and tumultuous home 
Of dangers, at eternal war with man 
Death's capital, where moſt he domineers, 
With all his choſen terrors frowning round, 
SEE „ @ © SS # # 
Too faithful mirror! how doſt thou reflect 
The melancholy face of human life 
Self. zatter d: unexperienc'd, high in hope, 
When young, with ſanguine chear and ſtreamers gay, 
We cut our cable, launch into the world, 
And fondly dream each wind and ftar our friend, 


NI1GuT THOUGHTS, 


[ 9 ] ELLE ©; 

J would not have you to ſuppoſe from the 
above remarks that I am an enemy to an innocent 
game at cards among friends in private, or an oc- 

_ caſional dance, among young people, in the pre- 
ſence of relatives or friends; but I think either of 
theſe, in public rooms and among promiſcuous 
company ſhould, in general, be diſpenſed with, as 

no real benefit or advantage can poſlibly acerue 
from them, but real harm often has, and may, to 
both ſexes, partieularly the younger part of the 

female ſex. The poſt being juſt going out, 1 
muſt conclude, with wiftting you and your 6„ 
health, peace, and ap gory: and remain, f 


: 


Dear Sir, 


I + 
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LETT VE: 


Auguſt 20. 


Am glad to hear my dear friend and his family 

are ſo well as your laſt favour informs me; 
may you long enjoy that health, without which,. 
life in its moſt gay and proſperous neee | 
is little better than a burden. 

I have given you an account, or deſcription, of 
the moſt public walks v about Margate, but there 
are alſo ſeveral places of public reſort and enter- 
tainment in and near it, which are no leſs wor- 
thy notice, and ſerve to make this . place more- 
agreeable to the gay and faſhionable, who come 
here in the courſe of the ſeaſon, to-purſue plea- 


ſure at no ſmall expenſe +: theſe ſort of people 
frequently 


* * 


There are ſeveral other very pleaſant, but mcre 
retired walks in the fields near the town, well calculated 
for the lovers of ſolitude and meditation, which truly 
anſwer the deſcription given of ſuch like places by the 
late Rev. Moſes Browne, in his poem on the univerſe; 


Here luſt no object for its fires can gain, 
And pride wants gazers to admire her train. 


+ Here, as well as at moſt of the watering places, the 
inhabitants in general have learnt the art of charging 
exorbitantly for lodgings, proviſions, &c. they know the 
Raſen laſts but a few months, and therefore they * 


\ 


f a1 1 
frequently remind me by their conduct, of the 


poet's character of the ſons and daughters of 4 
ſipation; he ſays too juſtly, 


To ſcenes of dds mirth they oft repair 


To drive away thoſe thoughts they cannot bear, 
And to the haunts of diſſipation run, 


Some to undo and ſome to be undone.” 


The moſt agreeable place of entertainment and 
moſt reſorted to in this neighbourhood, is called 
Dandelion, ar Daun de Lyon, about a mile and 
half from the town; being the remains of a vener- 
able manſion N poſſeſſed by a ſamily of that 
name; the preſent tenant has ſpared no expence 
in making it a pleaſant rural retreat; there is a 


fine grove of trees at the ſide of the entrance, with 


a ſwing in the middle of it, for the amuſement 
of young gentlemen and ladies : here is kept | 
in the niceſt crder a large ſquare bowling-green, 
with boxes for the company to drink tea in, and 
an orcheſtra for muſic, and platform to dance on, 
which will hold about ten or twelve couples, 
with a beautiful parterre of flowers and evergreens 


on 


* 
— 


the company pay handſomely for their accommodations, 


which in many houſes about the town ate but indifferent; 
this may at firſt ſight, appear good policy, but if they 
concinue ſo doing, I am apprehenſive in a few years, they 
will do more hurt to the town than they are at preſent 


aware of; and other bathing towns not far diſtant, * 25 
reap the benefit of it. 


— 
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on the tight and left ſide, and at the end, an ex- 
tenſive view of the ſea, bounded only by the 
horizon: here are public breakfaſts every Wed- 
neſday during the ſeaſon, if fine weather, at one 
ſhilling and fixpence each perſon *; a band of 
muſic always attends upen thoſe occaſions, and 
ſometimes there are twelve or fourteen couples 
dancing from twelve till two, alſreſco; parties are 
often formed on other days to dine or drink tea 
here, and moſt gentlemen fond of bowhng come 
here for that purpoſe, of an afternoon, which is 
one of the moſt healthy and rational amuſements 
(in my opinion) perſons can engage in. 

"Here I have ſpent many an agreeable hour with 
different friends; tea, on any other day but J/ed- 
neſday, is eight pence, and coffee, nine pence, each; 
ſyllabubs are according as the company order 
them, from one ſhilling to two ſhillings and ſix- 
pence ; I doubt not if you could come to Mar- 
gate, this place would be often viſited by you ; 
the walk or ride to it is very pleaſant, being made 
3 through ſpacious fields of corn, with a view of 
the adjacent country on one fide, and the ocean 


on a the other. 
Another 


* ö 


— 1 


* 
_— 


 ® Thave ſeen here of a Wedneſday, above three hun- 
dred people, and am told by the tenant whoſe name is 
Stanes, that there are generally two hundred if the wea · 
ther is fine; the great neatneſs this place is always kept 
in, the fine proſpect from the bowling-green, and the 
civility of the proprietors, all conſpire juſtly to attract 
the attention and admiration of numerous viſitors daily, 


1 23 4 
Another place for tea drinking is at Naſh Court, 
about a mile from the town; this is alſo the re- 
mains of an old manſion-houſe : here is a good 
garden, and the ſituation is quite rural and retired; 


but at preſent J muſt beg leave to conclude, as 
company are waiting for me to dinner, I remain, 
with all due reſpect and beſt wiſhes, 


Dear Sie, 


Your's, & s. 


L 24.) 


SPST TE: vi 


Auguſt 30. 


AM happy in being able, in any reſpeR, to 
entertain my dear friend, and very glad to find 
my letters anſwer that deſirable end; you wiſh me to 
proceed in my account of Margate and its environs; 
permit me, therefore, to reſume my deſcriptions oſ 

the places of public reſort in and near this town. 
The late Lord Holland's ſeat at Kingſgate, 
about three miles from this place, is much re- 
ſorted to of an afternoon, it being either a-plea- 
ſant ride or walk to it, through an open country, 
and a very good road “; the houſe fronts the ſea, 
and is built in imitation of an Italian villa, and 
has a novel and truly ſingular appearance : the 
gardens belonging to it are prettily laid out : be- 
hind them at a little diſtance appear the ruins of 
an Abbey with a ſquare tomb, and two figures in 
ſtone of a man and woman laying upon it: it is 
in general a good repreſentation, of ruins, but ra- 
ther too freih, and having been white waſhed in 
the inſide, betrays its being a modern erection; 
| near - 


Many go f om Margate to Fee on the * 
when the ride is down, and a very pleaſant ride or walk 
it is; but ratner a longer way than thro” the fields, 


T 25 J 7 

near this is a range of buildings, called the G. 
vent, as it is in the form of one, and conſiſts of 

ſeveral ſmall houſes in a row, with arches before | 
each, and crucifixes carved in them: poor wo- | 
men live here all the year round, one of whom | 
provides tea, &c. for company, at eightpences =] 
each. At a little diſtance from this, is a place | 


named Galgotha, or the place of ſkulls, as many 
dug up in this neighbourhood are buried here: 
tradition ſays, a bloody battle was fought near 

_ this ſpot, between the Danes and Saxons in the 
year 853 “. 

On the verge of the cliff nearly oppoſite the 
villa, is a ſmall fortification in imitation of 
ramparts, with port-holes for cannon, under 
which is the King's gate way, made floping from 

| the fields to the ſands, where it is ſaid, King 
| Charles the ſecond landed, in his way from Dover * 

9 to London, in 1683. { 
At ſome little diſtances a a public bene where 
company ſometimes dine and frequently drink tea: 
Here are ſtablingalſo, built to repreſent gothic ruins, - 


1 have a 80 d effect: from hence is an uninter- 
©: ; 114; 2a | 


8 
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To perpetuate this action, and mark the place 0 on * 
which it is ſuppoſed to have been ſought, the late Lord | 

Holland, has cauſed a gothic ſtructure to be erected on 1 

this ſpot, with ſeats round it, and an inſcription in 

Latin, giving an account of the battle and the —_— | 


af this ſingular building, 1 1 


44 - 141 * 
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| PE viewofthe ſea almoſt unboundede. An oa” 


gon lighthouſe is erected, about half a mile from 
this delightful ſpot; on the top of which, is a very 
pleaſing and extenſive proſpect both by ſea and 
land. Not far from this is a ſmall ſea-port, called 


\- BroaDSTAIRs, where there is a pier, reſembling 


that at Margate, and one or two machines for 
bathing, upon a ſimilar plan to thoſe at that 
town: this place is famous for fine lobſters. 
Several good houſes, and an elegant tavern have 
been lately built here, for the accommodation of 


the company who come to this place in the ſea- 
ſon either for health or pleaſure g. 


7 
This 
. 
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* Two villas or towers are erected not far Sous 
hence, the one to the memory of Thomas Harley, Eſq. 
and the other (which is upon the higheft part of the 
iſland) to the memory of Thomas Whitfield, Eſq. the 
ornament and adorner of Kingſgate ; this laſt pillar be« 
ing on an eminence ſerves for a Sea mark. | 


$ When Margate overflows with company, as it ge- 
nerally does at the height of the ſeaſon (when I am 
well informed ten billings and fixpence is often given 
for a ſingle bed for only oze night) then Ramſgate and- 
Broadftairs fill with the overplus, though ſome perſons 
give the preference to theſe places, for quietneſs and re- 


tirement, and therefore take lodgings in them out of choice. 


Here I cannot but make one remark, which as I wiſh 
well to Margate, I hope the inhabitants will take in good 
part and attend to, and that is, Beware of inpeſing. or 
making exorbitant demands on the company during the ſea- 

ſon, either reſpecting lodgings or proviſions, left you oblige 
them to go to'other watering places leſs expen/five and more 
moderate in their charges; for this would be bad policy 
with a Gn Verbum ſatit. | 


— I . 8 FB 9 * 1 
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This port is in the pariſh of St. PsTex's, a 
very pleaſant village about two miles from Mar- | 
gate : from the ſteeple of the church in this vil- 
lage, is one of the fineſt proſpects of land and 
water I ever ſaw; it forms a complete hemiſ- 
phere, and though the winding aſcent to it is 
rather difficult and fatiguing, yet it well repays 
one for the trouble, by preſenting a landſcape to 
the raviſhed eye which beggars all deſcription. 
But I will not detain you any longer at pre- 
ſent, leſt my letter ſhould prove tedious in the 
peruſal ; therefore with my beſt reſpects to your 


/ ; whole ſelf, permit me to conclude myſelf, 
Dear Sir, 
Yours, &c, 
\M | | 
C. 2 1 
- 
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LETTER yu. 


| September 6, | 


AM ſorry to 8 my dear ſriend is again 
confined to his chamber, may every com- 
fort be afforded him which he ſtands in need af, 
and every means made uſe for his recovery, have 
he deſired effect; in the mean time, permit me 
to recommend the keeping up your ſpirits, and 
avoiding any thing that may tend to excite me- 
lancholy thoughts in a- mind too apt to indulge 
gloomy reflections, in the paroxyſm of diſeaſe. 
concluded my laſt letter with a brief deſcrip- 
tion of the village of St. Peter's, and the proſ- 
pect to be ſeen from the church- ſteeple, which, 
from its lofty ſituation is a well known ſea mark: 
the walk to this village from Margate, is truly ru- 
ral ; lying through corn fields and verdant mea- 
FOR with an open country on either fide, al- 
moſt without a hedge or tree to variegate the 


ſcene . 


About 


— 


—_ — —_— 


— 


® In the foot · path from Margate to St. Peters, and 
within half a mile of the latter, are two or three cot- 
tages, and a moeting- houſe, for baptiſt diſſenters, where 
there is public worſhip performed every ſunday after- 
noon, throughout the year, the place is called Shaltows, 


1 29 1 

About two miles from hence, is tlie town of 

Namſgate, whoſe two noble piers, extending 
ahout eight hundred feet in length, and twenty- 
{iz in breadth; have attracted the admiration and 

aſtoniſhment of every beholder; to walk or ride 
in fine weather on that which is compleated , 


ö. and view the Downs, the French Coaſt; and nu- 
. merous ſhips continually in fight, is delightfut 
+ indeed. 


This town is paved and lighted, has a mar- 
ket-place, lately built, adjoining the High-ſtreet, | 
near which is a good eirculating library and toy- 
op, with a convenient room for reading the 

news- papers, kept by Mr. Burgeſs, a deſerving 
young man, who went from Margate a few years 


ſince, and meets that encouragement he truly _. 


merits, from the company who viſit that place 
during the ſeaſon. 
The aſſembly and card rooms, which were built 
laſt years front the harbour; under them are a cof- 
fee room and agreeable accommodations for parties 
to dine or drink tea: the rope walk is on the back of 
the High- ſtreet. Many genteel families come to this 
town for bathing, as there are ſimilar machines and. 
C 3 attendants. 


— 


* 
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One Pier i is not finiſhed yet, though they were be- 
tan in 1750 : the expenſe they have already incurred, I 
am credibly infomed is above 150, oo pounds; how: 
much more they will coſt it is impoſſible to tell, as they 
are frequently repairing them, or making alterations in- 
the harbour, to keep out the — OT F 
every tide, - | | 


— 


— 


1% 
3 as at ee but nothing like ſo nu- 
merous . The ſands on the outer fide. of the 
pier are not ſo level nor extend ſo far as at Mar- 
gate, but the town is more agreeable to thoſe 
who come more for health thay, pleaſure, being 
more retired and much leſs gay and faſhionable 
than the latter f. 
Here are two meeting-houſes, one for bapti fs 
and another for indepengants, and they are gener- 


ally well attended, particularly the. latter: the 


church belonging to this town is near half a mile 
out of it, which makes it very inconvenient to 
get to it in wet or ſultry weathers : thereare few 
if any, pleaſant walks about this place worthy 
natice ; the two moſt frequented, particularly af» 
ter bathing in the morning, are the pier above- 
mentioned, and the verge of the cliff oppoſite ta 
it; the proſpe& from which is very extculive 
both by ſea and land. | 
About a mile from Ramſgate is a fine large 

bay called Pegwell bay: there is a beautiful 


_— —_— —— —_—_ 


* There are but fene bathing rooms here, and not _ 
more than twelve machines in uſe during the ſeaſon, 

＋ The lodgings are much like thoſe here, and upon 
tmilar terms; thoſe which have a view of the fea are 
always deareſt and ſooneſt let, as at this town: provi- 
fiohs are much the ſame price at each place as in Lon- 
don, during the height of the ſeaſon, excepting batter, 
which is ſometimes one ſhilling and ſiapence per pound!!! 


| y A Chaple of Eaſe has lately been erected near the 
middle of the High Street, which if I may ſo expreſs my 
felf, is elegantly plain, 


En F 4 
proſpect of the coaſt of France, the Downs, Ke. | 
from a houſe lately fitted up in this place, for the 
accommodation of parties to dine or drink tea; 
many come here for this purpoſe both from Mar- 
gate and Ramſgate, during the ſeaſon, and there 
are public breakfaſts here every Monday upon the 
ſame terms as at Dandelion, at which time the 

| Margate band are engaged to attend ®. 

The poſt juſt going out forbids me adding 
more at preſent, than to aſſure you I remain, 
Vith all due reſpect to your whole ſelf. 


f "Dear . 8 | 


N 


Your's de. 


* l 


There are ſeveral other pleaſant and rural vit- 
ages within five or ſix miles of Margate, but nothing 
in them deſerving particular notice; they are deſcribed. 
in the Margate Guide, fold by Carnan, in St. Paul's 
Church Yard, under the titles of Minftre, St. Lawrence, 
St. Nicholas, Monkton, and Birchinton ; it may afford aw 
agreeable ride, to thoſe perſons, who have ſaddle. 


but rather too- * 


horſes or carriages, to viſit theſe places, 


far for a walk, which exerciſe I myſelf prefer as the: 
Mol, if not the moſt. bealthy, for thoſe who can take it.. 
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81 nay returning to town the latter end 
& of this month, the days ſhortening, and 
the weather but indifferent, and the mornings and 


- evenings getting quite cold, I ſhall only trouble 


you with one more letter, after which I hope to 
meet you in N ſtreet, to return you thanks 


perſonally for your obliging correſpondence. 


I have given you a deſcription of the different 
roads or walks, and places of public reſort in and 
near Margate ; now then to conclude, permit me 


to mention a few things I omitted in my account 


of the town itſelf: there are ſeveral boarding- 
Houſes about the town, for the accommodation of 
fmall families or fingle peslons, who having not 
brought down their own ſervants, (as many do) 
nor intending to ftay here above two or three 


weeks, it may be, do not think it worth while 
to lodge and board themſelves: the terms for 


lodging and board at theſe houſes are from 11. 58. 
to 1, 113. 6d. ns and there are fre- 
L 5 quently- 
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© = The principal boarding -houſes are Lautier's and K- 
eri t in TINT 3 Hun le t in th⸗ High-ſtreet, op- 


F 


quently ii in the height of the ſeaſon, nens thirty te 
down together at each boarding-houſe. | | 
There are a church and three meetings in tis 
town, two in Mr. Wesley connection, and one 
for Bapti/ts ; the latter is moſt attended“, thougk 
each during the ſeaſön are generally full of a Sun- 
day evening; the church is fulleſt of a morn- 


ingf. 
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poſite Surflen's Coffee · room: Sacket's, called the Royal 
Manſion near the Fort, and one lately eſtabliſhed upon. 
Hooper s Hill, late Dr. Forbes houſe ;. near the latter is 
a curious horizontal windmill erected upon a new prin-- 
ciple to grind corn, or raiſe water : ĩt was invented by a. 
Mr. Hooper, for which he has got a patent. 

There are only two hotels in this town, the one ie 
Kept by Mitchener on the Parade, and the-other þy Ben- 
fon in the Churchfield, who is the proprietor of theſaile 
bly and card rooms; under which are a coffee ahd;bil- 
liard- roonr for gentlemen, and a large room for private 
companics to dine in occaſionally; there are alſo ſeveral 
inns from which coaches and diſigences daily go to and 
return from London: the principal are the two Hotels, 
the Fountain, late Mummery's, near the market - place, 
and the King's Head in the High- ſtreet: the market- 
place forms a ſquare near the Parade, with a ſeparate 
building on one ſide of it, which is called the Piſui - market: 
near this is the Town- hall, under which is a cage to im- 
mure offenders agaiuſt the law, during the pleaſure o . 
the 
Mr. Re the ſtated miniſter at the Baptiſ mect-- | 
ing, though originally only a plumber and glazier, is 
one of the moſt ſenſible and intelligent men in Margate, 
and as much reſpected as any one of the inhabitants, on. 
account r ee of his life, and purity of his 
3 
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At Draper” s alms-bouſes about half a mile 
ou? of town, ſeveral poor old women, paſt their 
labour, are maintained, and often parties viſit 


them from Margate out of charity, and drink tea 
at their ſeparate apartments, which are kept ex- 


tremely neat, and buy of them pincuſbions, gar 
ters, laces, &c. which they knit or make for gentle- 
menand ladies topurchaſe to make preſents of; the 
mottos worked on them are generally ſhort and 
pertinent. 

There is a meeting-houſe "FR for Quakers, of 
whom there are many in and about Margate, who 


appear a harmleſs inoffenſive ſet of people, and 
carry on ſeveral different trades in the town: 


Thbeir artleſs manners and their neat attire, 
I always did, and cannot but admire. 


The principal evening amuſement of the com- 
pany, is going to the ſeveral libraries, and raffling 


for different things, chiefly erinkets, baubles, and 


trifles of litile uſe, or walking up and down the 


rooms to ſee and be lan? the motly tribe 
in often 


— 
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the Sunday, yet real religion gema at a very ey ebb in 
this town, as dreſs and faſhionable amuſements are 8 
puùrſuits of the company all the week round, | 


The morning amuſements of the company in , gene= 


ral, are either riding, <valting, or making parties to go 
out a ſailing or fiſhing; for Which each perſon pays — 


e if not leſs than fix in company; or if the 


company 


— th. 
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often met together upon theſe occaſions, their in 
fipid converſation, affected airs and prepoſterous 
dreſſes, particularly of the femgle ſex, while they 
have often afforded me no ſmall matter for ſevere 
reflection, I cannot but think a Hogarth's en 
only could do juſtice to, 

Thetheatre and afſembly -room are not ſo nume= 
 rouſly attended as might be expected, in a town ſo 
devoted to gaity and diſſipation“; two reaſons 
may be aſſigned for it, the maſter of the ceremo- 
nies not being altogether approved of at the one, 
and the managers at the other perſiſting, after ire- 
quent applications, to admit at half price, to re- 
fuſe it; however the owners of the libraries reap 
C6 «7+ 
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company make up 10s. 6d, among them, the fiſhermen 
will gladly agree to take them, be the number of the 
party what it may, though ſeldom more than eight og 
cen go in one boat, I have been out ſeveral times with 
different parties, and caught whitings and flat fiſh al- 
moit as faſt as I could draw them up; but the undu- 
lating motion of the boat has ſometimes made me ſo ſick, 
that I have been glad to return to ſhore again. 


*. Margate, as well as other public watering places, 
during the ſummer ſeaſon, is viſited as much if not mare 
by the votaries to pleaſure, as the inheritors of diſeaſe; 
and it is become, within theſe few years, as much the 


faſhion for the former to reſort here, as it can or may bes” 


thought and expedient for the latter; ſuch is, 

the faſhionable folly of the preſent day; woll may 

enen O moren. | 

I Since the above letter was written, Mx. Walker, the 
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more likely to give general — 


. . . 
the Benefit of it, as their ſhops are reſorted'to by 
All ranks every day but Sunday, when they are 

entirely ſliut up, but generally crouded of an 
evening. | 1 | 
For my part I muſt own, though I have not 
Joined in the faſhionable amuſements of the beau 
monde, ſince J have been here, yet between walk- 
mg, muſic, reading and the company of a few ſe- 
lect friends, I have not found my time hang heavy 
on my hands, and upon the whole, cannot but ſay 
it has been an agreeable journey; my health is 
greatly confirmed by the water, air, and exerciſe, 
2 though my pocket has conſiderably ſiffered, ant 
I; greatly weakened, which is what I naturally did 
expect, and therefore happily provided for before: 
I came down* 5 
Hoping to ſee you in London. in a day or twos a 
Sremain, f ; 1 * N 5 


Dear Sir, 


1 5 
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A bank has been lately opened here under the firm, -. 
of Mefirs. Cobb and Son, in King-ſtreet, where notes 

may be had from 51. 58. to twenty, and bank - notes ex, 
changed, or converted. into caſh, for the convenience 

of perſons coming to this place during the ſeaſon. 

The pier is now caſing with ftone, and the town is 
lighted, and will be paved in a few months, not before 
it was greatly wanted, © oo: oo OE 


t 1 1 
The following entertaining ſtory which originated 
from this famous watering- place, as it may be 


acceptable to the reader, is here inſertedas acon- 
eluſion to the foregoing account of MARGATE; 


THE UNEXPECTED MEETING. 


Charles Danby, in conſequence of the 
early loſs of his Parents, had been brought 
up by his uncle, Travers, an eminent merchant 
in the city; who having no children, had adopted 
him as his own, with intention for his ſucceed- 
ing him in buſineſs ; Charles, during his infancy, 
and when an apprentice, acted in ſuch a manner 
as to gain univerſal eſteem ;. an aſſiduous and di- 
ligent attention to . regulated his con- 
duct, and his leiſure hours were employed in 
reading the beſt authors, not in the curſory man- 
ner of your circulating readers, but with atten- 
tion, by which means he ſtored his mind with ſuch 
precepts as rendered him an ornament to ſociety. 
. Mr. Travers, in his connexion in trade, had 
an annuity to pay a widow, who with her daugh- 
ter lived at the weſt-end of the town, and the old 
lady being infirm, it was the province of Charles 
to wait on her to pay the ſame; during his fre- 
quent attendance, he had an opportunity of ſeeing. 
Miſs Eliza Granville, the daughter, who to a diſ- 
poſition, formed by nature mild, added a ſhare of 
underſtanding the moſt exalted ; theſe, with a per- 
ſon elegantly made, rendered her one of the moſt, | 
of her ſex: by being brought up in the coun- 
try- 


| E 38 F 
; by under her aunt, ſhe had learnt thoſe maxims of 


” 


| induſtry, that made her qualified for every ſitua- 
tion in life. No wonder then if Charles by ſym+ 
pathy received the firſt emotions of a tender paſ- 
fon, —paſſions, which commencing, in the bud, 


ripen to maturity. 
Such was the ſituation of Charles and Eli- 


WI za—he conceived her all that could be lovely 
in the ſex, and ſhe him, as a ſenſible, agree- 
able young fellow.—-Mrs. Granville, in ber 
younger days, before her marriage with Mr. 
Granville, had been brought up in all the giddy 
pomp of the court, and in conſequence of a diſ- 
tant alliance to ſome of the nobility had con- 
ceived the moſt contemptible idea of trade, and 
had perſuaded Mr. Granville to purchaſe an in- 
._ conſiderable place at court rather than follow a 
.- Jucrative branch of commerce, in which he was. 
engaged in conjunction with his brother, who on 
diſſolving their partnerſhip had embarked for India, 
and had never held communication with the family 
- fince the birth of Eliza, to whom he ſtood ſpon- 
for, nor had he been heard of for many years; 
this being the diſpoſition of Mrs. Granville, and 
Her converſation being ſuited tothe rank and diſtinc- 
tion ſhe vainly ſuppoſed ſhe held in life, had deter- 
red Charles from tendering himſelf to the old lady, 


8 or preſenting his addreſſes. to Miſs Granville, as- 


| he would not be inſtrumental in parental diſobe- 
dience. When Miſs Granyille. had attained her 
cigh- 
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dy her daughter, and Charles was as conſtant in 
his enquiries. After ſome time ſhe died, and 
Charles knowing that their chief fupport, the an- 
nuity, fell with her deceaſe — he thought, after 
the cuſtomary time on ſuch mournful occaſions 
were expired, he then could independently pre- 
ſent himſelf to his fair miſtreſs ; and fraught with 
theſe generous ideas, he ſet out for that purpoſe, 
but how much was he diſappointed and chagrined 
to find the houſe ſhut up, and on inquii, 20 
tidings or tokens of Miſs Granville. | 
From this period Charles, by his induſtry, a 
fability and good conduct, was daily riſing in 
eſteem, and his time of probation being expired, 
he was admitted a partner with his uncle, and the: 


fixm of Travers and Danby was held as reſpect- 4 


able as any in London. In this ſituation the moſt 
eminent citizens offered him their daughters, 


and many 4 city fair has ſmiled when partner. 


with Charles, who to all was well behaved, but 
to none particular, for his heart was rivetted to. 


the firſt object of bis eſtcem. 


His aunt, Mrs. Travers, had for many years 


| "£39 J ©”, 7 
eizhteenth year, the old lady fell ill, and. was 
attended with all the affection and care poſſible 


during the ſummer ſeaſon, viſited Margate, 


ſor the benefit of ſea-bathing * 3 and It now 
ba- 


. 
THO” Doctors long baye try'd their kill in vain, 
The languid patient's vigour to re. 


. 


[ 4 T 


# BW the duty of Charles to be a party ow 


that occaſion : laſt ſummer, during their excur- 
ſion to this place of receſs of the London mer- 
chants and traders, where they enjoy themſelves: 
free from reſtraint, where the worthy and generous- 
are eaſily diſtinguiſhed from thoſe who covered 


with titles, or preſuming on their imaginary con- 


ſequence, aſſume that folly and pride which can can 


Tho*med'cines fail, and ineffectual prove, 

Nor aught the latent evil can remove; 

The Sea a noſtrum in itſelf contains; 

The patient tries it, and no more complains!” | 
Let not in vain the briny waters flour; £2 40] 
You. there deſcry the grave of human woe. | 
Drown'd in the waves, rheumatic tortures ceaſe, 
The-ſpirits brighten, and the ſoul's at eaſe; 

The nerves relax d and limbs ſo weak before; 
With vigour brac'd, reſume their native pow'r ® 

The wan complexion, or the jaundic'd face, 

No more with melancholy looks we trace: 

The penetrating ſalts refine the blood, 
And-undiſturbed flows the crimſon flood! "8+ 
The weaken'd eye receives its former ſight, 

And every object views with freſh delight. 

Emblem of paſſion ! ſee the billows roar, | 
And, loudly foaming, daſh from ſhore to ſhore !' f 
Tho' thus the Scurvy unoppos'd may rage, 

The Waves ſhall ſoon the tyrant diſengage f 

At length the Sea the Jurking foe ſubdues, 

And, routed from his haunts, a calm enſues 5; 4 
Nature reviv'd, and cheer'd in ev'ry part, 


Proclaims the cure above the doctor's art. | 5 


No more deſpondency, with gloomy ſhade, 
Dares, or the ſpirits, or the thoughts invade. 


Freed from the gloom of Vapours, or the Splcens, 


The dull grow lively, and the ſad ſerene; - 2 395 
The thoughts no more a rullen. aſpect wearg, ; Y 
Dus the whole man aſſumes a lively air. 
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vr only diſguſtful and painful to thetnſelves, a 22 
ridiculed by thoſe they mean to deſpiſe.  _ * 2 
Charles, who always attended the rooms, was 
as much admired for his ſuperiority 1 in Parks as 
his elegant perſon, and in conſequence of theſe 
accompliſhments was always fixed on by the maſ- 
ter of the ceremonies to dance a minuet with the - 
firſt lady in the place. 

When excurſions and diverſions were propaſed, 
| this uſual good nature prompted him to aſſiſt, in 
all innocent amuſements none ſo ready to pro- 
mote pleaſure ; he moſt carefully avoided any de- 
baucheries or exceſſes, and the party that formed 
the E O table found no dupe in him: to the ſub- 
ſcription of all kinds his purſe was ever free and 
liberal, and thoſe brave fellows that ventured 
their lives and retook the veſſel on the _ felt a 

kind benefactor in him“. 

During his reſidence at this place, one of his 
friends, who had been lounging at the library in 
the ſquare, (kept by Mr. Champion, late Auſten's) 
called on him and exclaimed, « Oh Charles! I 
have this morning ſeen the moſt charming girl on 
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earth, ſuch neatneſs, ſo lovely! in ſhort, Charles, 


had you ſeen, you muſt have admired her. 
Where did you ſee her? At the library. 
- Who is ſhe? | 33894 61 Iadeed 


e AFrench privateer laying off Margate, captured an 
_ Engliſh trading veſſel in fight of the fort, during the 
laſt war; upon which a number of men belonging to the 
town, in an open boat, with ſome ſmall arms, after 
Kyeral ſhots exchanged on both fides, retook the veſſel 


and brought her into the harbour, with no little * | 
2 "Sy 


" Fare and general applauſe, 


Tel 
© Tnderd I know not; ſhe was in e company with 
another who aſſumed ſome ſuperiority, from 
which I concluded ſhe was under her power. Oh 
that ſhe had but a fortune equal to her perſon! 


Name not fortune if the mind is complete, but 
come, be not in too much hurry, perhaps this 


| Tudden tranſition may paſs = ſhall you be at 
Dandelion to day ? 
. T ſhall, if you will accompany me. 
On which they proceeded to that delightful 
place of free enjoyment, where, on a bowling 
green pleaſantly: ſituated near the ſea, the com- 
pany aſſemble, attended by an elegant band of 
muſic. Some amuſe themſelves with dancing, 
and others find entertainment in walking in the 
garden. Charles was engaged in a walking par- 
ty, when he ſuddenly exclaimed with ſome emo- 
tion, It muſt be ſhe.” 
« Ay, indeed it is (ſays his friend) the _ 
| girl I faw at the library this morning.” 

Lovely indeed,” ſays Charles, and inſtantly 
quitting his friend, made up to the long % Miſs 
Granville, who was then in company with Miſs 
Brunton, with whom ſhe had lived as companion 
| fince the deceaſe of her mother. Miſs Brunton, 
who had paſt the meridian of her age, ſuppoſed 
her latent charms had influenced Charles, as the 


plain domeſtic dreſs of Miſs Granville left her no 
room to ſuppoſe ſhe was the object of ſo genteel 


and elegant a man; but Charles, whoſe whole 
ideas wete ibforbed in his love, and all his en- 
. quiries 


1 3 = 
quities reſpecting the tranſition of Miſs Granvilte, | 
Tcarcely paying any attention to Miſs Brunton, ſ6 
diſguſted the lady that ſhe imperiouſly command 
ed her to ſee if Thomas was ready with the car- 
Tiage.—Charles attending her, fully compleated 
Miſs Brunton's diſlike, and ſhe inſtantly quitted 
the place, taking Miſs Granville with her. 
Charles, on enquiry, learnt that the object of his 
wiſhes lived with the other lady, and they lodg- 
ed at Mr. Cecil's in the ſquare, on which he next 
day ſent the following letter: 


Miſs Granville, 
M Y ſituation being ſuch as will afford 


every aſſiſtance to my dear girl, permit me to re- 
queſt ſhe will ſuffer me to. take her from her de- 
graded ſituation, and to place her under the pro- 
tection of my aunt, where, by a tender of her 
hand, ſhe maytender happy her ſincere admirer, 
CHARLES DANBY: 
Middle Houſe, Church Field. 
Miſs Granville on receipt of this letter, quiet 
ted Miſs Brunton, and was happy in accepting 


the protection of Mrs. Travers, who ſoon became | 


delighted with her company, accompliſhments ' 
and converſation ; and the whole party were pre- 
paring for London, when Charles, the morning 
before they left Margate, as was his uſual cuſtom 
after bathing, had been walking on the Pier and 
Parade, and was returning home, when paſſing -.. 
the poſt- office, (kept by Mr. Hall) he heard a dif- 
pute between an elderly gentleman that had juſt 
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landed from the continent, and the officers of the 


revenue. Charles, who in the courſe of his met- 
cantile concerns was maſter of the cuſtom laws, 
| Intereſted himſelf and ſettled the diſpute to the 


ſatisfaction of all parties, which conduct ſo pleaſ- 
ed the old gentleman, that hearing he was going 


to London, he requeſted to be of the party.“ I 
am an old man and alone, if you will admit me of 
your company, my carriage, my ſervants are your 8. 

Charles on this requeſted, inſtead of an inn, he 
would proceed to his houſe, which the old gentle- 
man accepted, and attended by Charles, who in- 
troduced him to the ladies. On approaching Miſs 
Granville, he ſtarted back, and eagerly enquired 
if ſhe was not formerly of St. James's ſquare ? 

« Yes, Sir,” anſwered Eliza, all trepedation. 

And your name is Granville ? It is, Sir, 

The ſame dear long /2/t child, —You ate my 
niece, I am your uncle, whom the folly and ca- 
ow of your mother, made me quit the beſt of 

rothers and Forthieſt of friends, 

Ie then eagerly claſped her to his arms, and 
cried, © You are mine, heir to all my property.” 
Charles, generous, manly Charles, ſhatl with you 
ſhare my bounty, bleſſed will you ſoon be with 
each other. 

This unexpected 3 rendered them com- 
pletely happy, and they returned to London with 
that heartfelt pleaſure which can only be known 
where VIRTUE RULES THE CONDUCT, 


